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perspectives. The paper briefly states a thesis regarding the controversial 
issue of whether violence should be discussed at schools. The intent of the 
paper is not to criticize or judge, but rather to respond to all those who 
think they know more, who view things from one perspective, who say that 
others do not care. The paper is addressed to people who have experienced the 
tragedy of September 11th, as well as other tragedies as a result of violence 
and terrorism. It is also addresses educators who are concerned with issues 
of violent behavior in the world. (Author/BT) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 



ED 478 756 



Saudi Arabia, Cyprus, America and the 
World: September 1 1th from Another 

Perspective. 

Niki Christodoulou 



o 

(N 

to 

m 

o 

O 

m 




PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL HAS 
BEEN GRANTED BY 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
information center (ERIC) 

1 



2 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Office of Educational Research and Improvement 
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 
, CENTER (ERIC) 

This document has been reproduced as 
received from the person or organization 
originating It. 

D Minor changes have been made to 
improve reproduction quality. 



COPY 



AVAELAILE 






Points of view or opinions stated in this 
document do not necessarily represent 
official OERI position or policy. 



©Niki Christodoulou 



SAUDI ARABIA, CYPRUS, AMERICA AND THE WORLD: 
SEPTEMBER ll”' FROM ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE. 



Niki Christodoulou 
University of Illinois at Chicago 



j4. bstfcict 

In this essay, through autobiographical methods and using also 

narrate my experiences from Cyprus, my home country, from Saudi A^ia, where I have 
“oMen years, and from America, where I have come to study. Through the events 
that I have fJst hand experienced in all three countries I offer a perspective from which 
the tragedy of the 1 1* of September, as well as other acts of terrorism, violence, and mass 
desSrca^be viewed. I describe how my Cyprus experience was revived through 

the^eLn experience on the ll%f September. Being famihar, at the same time,^* 
the status quo that exists in Islamic countries, based on the intolerarit Islaimc law, I try to 
gte a new perspective on issues of violence. My purpose is to send out the me^ag« that 
America is not the only country that has experienced a catastrophe. Each country did, m 
i“y rlther. i also encourage people to see beyond situations and events, and 
beyond^the boundaries of their countries, to see the tragedies oAer countries^ve 
experienced and listen to other peoples’ opinions. Do they really hate us. Why^ 
Postmodernism is the trend of our era and it directs us toward giving answers to this and 
SSie“sTons using multiple lenses, acknowledging the problematic situation in w^ch 
we find ourselves, and respecting multiple meanings and perspectives^ 
state my thesis regarding the controversial issue of whether violence should be discus 
at schoL. My imention with this paper is not to criticize or judge, rather it is to show 
how I have experienced September ll* and its aftermath having lived m an intoleram 
Islamic country having experienced and still expenencmg the occupation of my country 
annhe indSrence other countries show because of political and economic issues, 
ie^s and issues of power. It is my response to all those who think that they know 
everything who view things from one perspective, who say that others do not care. It is 
my mspoLe to schooling and teaching issues. It is addressed to all people who have 
experienced the tragedy of September 11* as well as other tragedies as a result of 
vidence and terroris^n. It is also addressed to educators who are concerned with issues of 
violent behavior in the world. 



I grew up hating Turks. Does this make me a bad person? , . 

The Turks didn’t worry when they forced some hundred thousand people out of 
their homes. To me they are criminals and thieves. They committed a cnme when ey 
invaded Cyprus my country. They were saving Turkish-Cypnots? A he. They are 
murderers of my people, thousands and thousands of them. They raped a lot of women 
and did numerous heLus things to the people of my country. They are thieves because 
they stole the houses, properties, the inheritance and the villages, places where we were 

bom, including my parents, grandparents, my loved ones T’ve never 

My grandma’s stories bring my village to life, like I have lived there. I 
gone because I’m not allowed to, so I know how their village looked “if ^S“lS 
Lough the narrations of my grandmother. “Then house ,s like <hts and like 
that. . .someday, when you go back, if I’m not alive, go and fm it. s ours, ^ ^ , 

She describes my parents’ house in detail, so that when we go back we can recognize it. 
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She is afraid thal many more years will pass unlil there will be a solution. She is afraid 
to nXdy from the generations before ours will be alive to indieate to us our properties 
to Tthe things to legally belong to us. "Your parents built their house with a lot of 
efforts in 1970, one year after they got married. But they didn t manage to live a appy 
Iffto there to realiL their dreams, dreams that every newly mamed eouple has, as they 
“i; them together with the building of their house. Three 

forced to abandon it and together with it to abandon their dreams and their ' “ 

matter how many years will elapse, all the things we e . ^ So listen 

waiting for our return. And if we are not alive then you will go to find theim bo 1^ 

T me earefillly This is very important. Their house is very close to Lapitho s 
tZJZ In order to go there you pass in front of the coffeehouse to this shop to 
that building You take this road and you turn to that old, narrow street, and t . 
plto irwhite color, and it is veiy big. It is surrounded by a huge piece of Ito wtere 
we have planted all the kinds of citrus trees, such as lemon trees and orange trees. .. 
to Tw “pt her to ask her naively. “Do you think to everything has remained he 
same granny^” “Yes, because Turks cannot destroy these things, as much as they 
b^ausf they are patiently waiting for us”. And then she goes on to descnbe to me her 
house, where she lived with her husband. “My house was the pnde 
very old and made of stone. There were many ancient heirlooms ^^d thus &e mu 
to^ it under its supervision and it proclaimed it as a preservative building. It w^ a ^o 
story building, built on a hill. From the second floor you could see the view of the 
village MyLdroom was at the second floor and from the balcony one could see the 
KxfXlo the horizon..." And she keeps going to going. Her stones are so 

descriptive that I can visualize everything that she talks about. 

My grandmother knows deep inside that she may never see her home again. She 

knows that fTis very old to time goes so fast. And every ^ay > Wes by ^ 
brine anv solution to the Cyprus problem. But hope is always m her heart. It is there, 
constantly, for almost thirty years now. The only thing she J w h»e fr^orn 

in our country. She wants to go to her village before she dies. ™ ™ 3 ^, 
back there. .. 1 can walk on my knees if necessary, to hen if a >0 to IM ™ ; 

savs verv often I love when she tells me these stones, I get excited but then I want to cry 
S h« I 1 go there, only if 1 sign a paper recognizing their fake gov—. I 
would never do that. I would never betray my country like that Memones W 

My dad’s feelings are somewhat contrary. He does not talk a lot about the tmi^s 
they have'^^ost But I know that he suffers a lot 1 can see the pain m his eyes every 
te seeTa picture from his village or listens to a song or a poem about our occupied 
places, or when he tells us stories about his childhood. 

visit no matter how lucky you feel you are, or how nice a time you think you nave 1 
onlv tell you that you are unlucky, because you haven’t seen the most beautifiil P^ace in 
rfworld Clg compares to our village. There were the most beautiful ^ches *e 
clearest sea crystal-clear water running out of the mountains, clean air, an one c 
Wus^Las that were spreading in the air from the ^elds to to 
trees We had the most beautiful and carefree time of our lives there, 
invasion my father used to be a police officer. His family used to be very weaWiy. Aftei 
the invasion they lost whatever they possessed and they had to move to the free part of 
C^rsTordeMo and start" their lives all over again. My parents moved from 
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place to place and changed jobs in order to see what was the best for 
Sey decided that Cyprus could not offer them a lot of opportunities to rebuild their life, 
so they decided to move abroad. “1 can live anywhere now that I ost everyt mg... 
Every place now is the same to me”, is what my father always says. .... 

My mother also talks to me about her experiences from the invasion. A quote 
from Tolstoy’s book Divine and Human and other stories (2000) bnngs in my inin iny 
mother’s misfortune. “As happens in ...decisive moments in life, m an instant she 
experienced a mass of feelings and thoughts but at the same time did not yet understand, 
did not believe her own misfortune” (p. 30). “That day I woke up very ^arly m the 
morning It was still dawn. I just couldn’t sleep any more because it was real y hot. 
window in my bedroom was wide open but it didn’t help at all. Not even the leaves from 
The tes w"re moving. Your father was on duty from the previous night, and your 
brother, who was three years old, was sleeping. So I decided to take a shower to 
better ’ When I was done I went to my bedroom to check on your brother who 
sleeping next to the window. That window had the best view; you could see the endl^s 
sSTslared out of the window for awhile, until 1 saw something really -nd on^ 

I could distinguish something black far away, like black smoke, . 

looking at the same direction I noticed that there was also a black spot in the sea. 

what that was hut then without paying further attention I just shut the window. 
Few minutes later I heard a constant, deafening noise like somebody was bombarding us. 
When I opened the window I saw hundreds of military airplanes setting fire against , 
and ships mat were disembarking thousands and thousands of soldiers. I 
was petrified. I was terrified. I didn’t know what to do or what to think of. I didn t Imow 
what was going on. I grabbed the baby from his bed unconsciously I stopped to thir^ 
what to do... I couldn’t. I felt relieved when I heard your grandmother calling , 
desperately, while she was coming down the road, running, toward the house. Take me 
baby and let’s get out of here before they kill us. It is war’, were her words which to me 
sounded like a very bad dream. We started running from building to building trying no 
Tgo into any open space. We were hiding. We were scared for our lives. I was mostly 
concerned about the baby. I was holding him very tide in my 

with my body. We were running and I was so scared and exhausted. Your gr^drnomer 
aTme frL and I was behind her with your brother. We were ru^ng and together 
with us hundreds of other people. Finally, we got to a nver and we lied ^ 

water was shallow enough not to cover us. I put the baby at ^ 

him to cover him. Around us I could hear screams, crying, confusion, desperation, p , 
and he gun throwing, the bullets that were passing over our heads, and the bomb s^ For a 
LmenU thought of my husband and got terrified because I hadn’t heard of him _ 
Lught of my parents, my siblings, my loved ones. I thought of my house and that I 
didnT lock the door. I thought of the washed clothes that were hanging on 
outside of the house. I thought of... when a sudden scream from my ™*er ^ 
brought me back to the reality. ‘The baby... the baby, he is going to die from asph^ia 
Get off him right away’. I didn’t notice that the water had covered him md he could 

breathe. He couldn’t react because I was on top of him His face ^ tofor 

scared If your grandmother hadn’t noticed him he would have died. We stayed there tor 
maTy holr W^ still didn’t know what was going on, but different mmors were sa^ng 
that Turks had invaded the island. We didn’t know what they wanted and how far ey 
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could EO The biBgest rel.ef that I felt was when 1 heard your father s votce. Somehow he 
found Ll where we were and he came. He told us that he was helping people but no , 
was thramiVs responsibility. He told us that we had to leave nght away and move to a 
Tafe plcXau^ were in the war zone. We dtdn't even stop by our house to t Ae 
our things with us We left just like that. We took no clothes, no shoes, no pic i^s. e 
thought that this would end pretty soon and then we would be able to return. We were 
wrrnnQ Twentv-ninc years, and we are still waiting. . . . m ^ • 

Narrations soL like fairytale and then they become 
what I have been left with. Sweet memories of our house, our village, ^ 
my parents, grandparents, great-grandparents, a whole generation grew “P 
mL^beautilul years of their life “over there”. I keep these memories like an amulet, 

precious stones, as thousands of Other people do. fnmvmind Tn 1931 severe 

The story ofthe “Dust Bowl” brings strong memones to my mind. 1^1931 

drought hit *e Midwestern and southern plains in America. The crops started ^ 
tenihe black blizzards began. Dust from the over-plowed 

to blow Year after year the number of dust storms was increasing. In y . ^ 

Sist slrms spread Lm the Dust Bowl area. The 

history covering more than seventy-five percent ofthe country 

seven states severely. Drought and dust storms lasted for eight years ^ 

0999) inspired from this American expenence, wrote his novel P 

it l about fte fanners who after their crops died had to abandon ‘hett homes ^d search 

for a better life at a place where ftey <»uld^*^^^ 

"rthe Turkish milita^ planes « 

covered the blue sky of Cyprus. The forcing out of their h»““ hundr^s o^ 
people in the areas affected severely by the dust storm was like the forcing out on 

louses thousands of Cypriots by Turkish troops. The search for ^ ne^ j^/the 
promise was also alike in both destructions. The sorrow, pain, desperation fear ot the 
Sown Tope followed by despair and then again hope, and mixed feelings and 
Stions’ that people experience in such cases are similar. At the same time there is a 
great difference, which overshadows any similanty. The difference is ^^^ension^ 

7 where the d;stniction comes from. In the first case it is 

the case where we understand how small we are m the universe. In the second c^e it is a 
masXerum^esLction caused by humans and it is the case where we understand that 

hate brainwash, and fanaticism take away from our humanity. , , . _ ^ 

Is it irony to say that I am happy and that I consider my family lucky? None from 
our fai^urisTnside^ to be a “mining person”. We didnfr lose ^yone from our 
family E^ept from my grandfather who at some point was a pnsoner^ After 
ZX They let Wm go I am ungrateful because after that I should say tha^ 

to Turks for being so generous for letting my grandpa go and for giving me the chan 
meeTm They didnfr kill anybody from my family. “Refiigees” is the other name that 
we have. MosI of the other families cry for their missing persons 
persons Am I happy in the unhappiness of others? Am I lucky m the fate of others? 
persons^Am l_nappy ^ beginning, I grew up hating Turks. But I don’t hate them as much 

as did the people who lived through the catastrophe of 1974. I was bom ^ 

years after the invasion. My bitter feelings get stronger year by year on certain days. Ju y 
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20“* and August 14'” when the bad memories come alive. On those dates 
covered under a blanket of sadness, while the other third celebrates its g ^ . 

de .e,evls,on docu.en.anes .ha. remind us of — 

showing in black and .vhi.e color over and over aga,n 

interviewing people who survived the invasion, and people who still suffer from the 
devastation On Ae radio people discuss the events, and 

being played Also, shows with politicians analyzing our national problem are 
broadcasted. On the streets demonstrations take place. At the other side of the isla 
Turks celebrate their achievement with parades, fireworks, and activities aiming in 
irritation of the Greek-Cypriots. At the same time, they do "Ot forget 

hu\tU‘TsoorasTLlor^^^^^^ prftrytain.t\g?n with brighter colors to 
make sure that we can all see it. They strive to remind us every moment that they are the 
lords of the other side and that their hegemony is alive and strong The ^ 

L flag says, “I am proud that I am Turk”. And I respond that I am proud I am Greek- 

Cypriot and above all human, with pnde, feelings, heart, and soul. 

The sad thing is that for Turks things are the way they think they 
them there isn’t any issue such as occupation of a country that belongs to o*^rs that 
t oLks and the Greek-Cypriots. This is obvious from ^ 

about the Cyprus problem. Many times when we discuss with Ihem they ^ h 
r^mmQ i<; a Greek island insisting that it is, as always was, part of Turkey, i^motne 
evWence of this is that while surfing the Internet, I find data and information that are 
llcT4 Id manipulate the history of the island. They try to change the realty by 
building websites through which they offer information to serve their interests. They 

advertise parts of the occupied Cyprus as Turkish places they ^^to atttlet 

monuments and other treasures from the Greek culture as Turkish, and they fry 

tourists in this way for economic puntoses. In this way they hSTund 

community from learning the truth, but this is part of their politics. Once, I had o 
mS chatting on the Internet with a Turk. When I told h.m I was Cypnot he told me 
S he is ver? proud of what his people did to my people, that we deserve tt. smce 

Cyprus belongs to Turkey, and that we should be *7“ f>>- ^ ^ 

whole island He also told me that he was so proud of the bloodshed He had the 

insolence to call my people murderers, because, as he said, we ™ 

1974. How can some thousand of soldiers put it up with millions 

this IS by^Themis (HEC, 2002), a project of the Hellenic Electronic 

Center reLs “Washington-USA July 20, 2002. The following Proclamation is pui 
forward for the purpose of remembering the events of July 1974 which saw t e ove 
of Cvoriot democracy and which culminated in the first Turkish invasion o . 

July^O, 1974. We sLk to bring before state legislatures around the countr^^esolufrons 
recognizing the Turkish invasion of Cyprus as an act of agression. e s 
remember ^in these resolutions that thirty-seven percent of the Republic of Cyprus is 
"Sklsh occupation. We seek to remember that over 

ethnically cleansed from their homes and that over 1,600 Greek Cypnots are missi g. 
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We seek to remember that human rights are still violated in Cyprus. We seek to 
rcLmber that the Republic of Turkey is involved in the sponsorship of lerronsm in 
Cyprus as can be demonstrated by the activity of the Grey Wolves m the occupied 
terttories of Cyprus. We seek to remember that Greek Cypriot homes and property are 
£Tng mken by Turkish settlers who are being used by Ankara for the purpose of making 
ttiTItLc cleansing of the occupied territories irreversible. We seek to remember he 
JestraSn of the religious heritage of Cyprus. We remember the destmction of Ae 
Cypriot Churches and Monasteries and the theft of Byzantine Icons and Mosaics^ We 
seek to bring these facts to the attention state legislatures across the dountry^^. _ J 
nine years later and we are still waiting, hoping and praying These are 'h™8a “ey 
will never steal from us because they can't. They can't steal our soul, our *«ms, ou 
heart and our pride. I can't believe that so much injustice 

people always take what they deserve and things, at some point, return to where y 
belong A^er Nicosia is now the only divided capital in Europe. After Berlin... 

Freedom will come to Nicosia., .like Berlin. ^ • fcv otnHv T 

But for now 1 have to live with my fate. When I came to America to study 
searched for an assistantship in order to make things easier for my parents. Before I go 
my job as a graduate assistant my boss asked me dunng the interview M^y times you 
wUl havTto fpeak to and assist Turks. Will you be able to handle that? ma wftl your 
behavior be towards them?” “Is this a question or a trap?” I thou^t. 
cannot do otherwise. Whenever I have to be of assistance to Turks I ^ ^ 

Why did it happen when I was available to help the next person, this next person to be a 
Turk?” But I just do not show my emotions. I just try to do my job, and be ^ ^ 
with all customers. But I am not warm and fiiendly with them. I treat em i e y 
lifeless creatures. If I suspect that the persons I am dealing with are Turks then I look 
their nationality in their folder and I confirm it. And then I notice that most of them are 
;l^;g to see my name on my nametag. Why? To make sure that their assi^pUona^u. 
my nationality is correct? All I want to do is to shout that I ain Greek, ^ ^ 

Cvoriot Didn’t you recognize me? Do you want to say anything. Are yo p 
Ku dM to my counter' I thi^, well, “Maybe it's not their faulh ^ 

are, but that of their politicians'. The majority of them are uneducat^^ Jhey 
shortsighted They can only see straight and up to a point. I feel sorry for them . 

K’sironicLw things can turn to be. I never imagined that at some point of my 

life I would have to confront a situation where I would have to help my enemies. I never 
imagined that I would have to answer questions regarding my national identity an my 

feelings about Turks in order to get a job. „,ncn’t 

I shouldn’t be unthankful. I lost something but I earned much more. If it wasn 

for them I wouldn’t have known what sorrow is, how feelings of losing something m 
such an unjust way are, I wouldn’t have lived in Saudi Arabia, I wouldn t have to wait for 
the summers to meet with my relatives because they had ^ ^,^tter ® 

Probably I would have not been here in Chicago. I wouldn ave e 
experiences I have now. We wouldn’t have enriched our national vocabulary wi >vo 
such as “refugees”, “missing persons”, “pnsoners”, “killed people , invasion , 
and a thousand other words. 
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Is ihis the price we have to pay? Is it that we can’t have everything? Is ij either 
this or that? If this is the case, then 1 wish I had never done all this, ^ 
my country back, as a whole. Or is it just the way things should be. Jt s just 

because we need to take a lesson, that of respect of our country and tha of others, of 
appreciation of whatever we have, of valuing events, situations, people, lite, small 
moments and big ones, goodness, freedom, and all universal, pan-humanitanan va ues. 

And after we take this lesson we may have back what belongs to us. 

After the invasion my father decided to work abroad m order to give his family, 
us, a better future. His family was rich and my father was going to mhent a big wealth 
but he lost everything after the invasion, as his family and some other thousan s 
people did. After that, after they lost each and every matenalistic thing they possessed 
both my father and mother viewed education as the vehicle for a better life, w ic 
whoever possesses it, is in advantageous position, and is equipped with the biggest an 
most precious treasure in the world. “Education is the only tool t at no o V ^ ® 
away from you. It is food for the soul, the spirit, and the mind and the key that opens 
doors in your life”. Therefore, their aspiration was to make a new beginning in a country 
that would offer my dad the possibility to work hard and save money in order to give us a 
better life through our education. That country was Saudi Arabia. Now ^ an adu t, I 
share their view about education, too. At the same time I know that except from enabling 
mv studies, Saudi Arabia offered me unique and unforgettable expenences. 

Saudi Arabia is a country with a lot of restrictions. My expenence there made me 
conclude that people there are not human beings with free will, free spirit and autonomy. 
Both citizens and foreigners have to respect the Islamic law and act according o e 
Koran. Women are not considered to be free human beings and there ore ey o no 
have rights. They are not allowed to drive, to wear whatever they want and especia y o 
have any part of their body exposed. That’s why they wear those black, long-sleeve, long 
dresses and they have their hair and their faces covered. Alcohol is restncted *ere for 
everybody. During the Ramadan, a fast that is earned out dunng the ninth month of the 
year in the Muslim calendar, not only the Muslims, but foreigners as well ave e 
obligation not to eat or drink anything from sunrise to sunset. People are not free to 
choose religion or to have their own beliefs. Islam and Koran is the lighthouse o 
lives and their only orientation as well. People must obey to the authonty and respec 
their king. Whoever disobeys put their life into nsk, since conviction to death is the most 
popular kind of punishment. Beheading is the way they take away one s life and ey 

it at public places so that the rest of the people can take a lesson. I remenjer that g . 

We were taking a ride with the car. I was six years old at the time. e p aza was 
crowded and screams were heard. I asked my father what was going on. He told me that 

they were executing somebody. * u r f.. 

They do not want tourists in their country, because tounsts cany dtffCTent belt^s, 

attitudes, viewpoints, ideas, thoughts, values, culture, way of life an re tgion. e 
authority wants to keep its people in darkness, whereas tourism dtsonents them. That s 
why it is so difficult to go to this country, and that’s why foretgners can work there only 

ifthey are willing to respect its regulations. . , a ■ 

^ In spite of this fact I admit that the best years of my childhood were dunng the 
years we were in Saudi Arabia. When you are child the main thing you care of is to have 
friends to play with. And I had that. We used to live in compounds, with lots of other 
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Creeks I used to go to Greek schools. I had plenty of Wends and every afternoon we 
STdt pla^'LaL of the gather 

"i;k:hl;t and other ac^ivittes, and contests with awards. Every sunder we 

What I experienced I will ™ “So” °euZe retgion, ethics, 

experiences denving from a who a c c rattahip memories Things I would 

Jditions. and language ^.S'^rf OrtoSTl" never 

believerif somebody else had narrated them to me, instead of expenencmg them first 

I remember an ineident, which took place. I think, sevj.een je- ago. I. my 
father, my mother, my siste^ and^ “eaTy^ror Cyprus. 

more thing left and then we are going horn ’ ^ a^ tj^ed and 

,s this sexual ''ar-me^ gtther 

iS:5d'’‘mrnyG^^^^^^^ 

Tr^ng :rand"dotnTe"atrL7floor to S/'; ^“y to'^'^u" 

because when we htmed our 

SfXTwln’Ttith us at that point. He did not follow us into the stor^ But 
this wa^C me beT since, being a forei^er. he wouldn’t be able to do anythtng. 
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People, especially forei^ers, do no, ha« ngtas ,n 

father had able to control his temper and then he would end up m 

• o tr, he for free Anyway if not monetary, it would haye had psychological co . 

Some other time we were out for shopping again, out main entertainment m Sau i 
Arabia Wrwerrgether with another friendly family. That mgh. my mother 
• o Vipr <;rarf Unfortunately though the other lady forgot to take her scarf with 

Hnto^^toronce aglin hoping that he would leave. He left, indeed. Before we left 
went into “ ^“P; ^ the same or another Mattawan would appear. 

S:w”s:e ::: S^oTi'es. But thafs all right; scarves 

^hfo:" rwotrSat =1": of the ear with a male 

;Tth" ia not related, she ha.o sit o^ .h^ach 

at the front ‘‘"‘I ‘ ^ attracted them as the honey attracts the bears. 

tS MatZanwroached Mr. Andy and he asM 

don’t want them to P“' .y°“ ^ J“‘ X" ' jad saU half English and half Arabic (after 
another stupid reason. She is my wite , my & . problem? 

being there for so long he could speak some Aratae). „f the 

w. aro^d his tSnKtli- > 

make him fall on his Knees ana pi<iy la , H^v,;v.rr tVw=v are doine at the 

Muslims, when it is time to pray, forgetting about everything they are domg 
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moment and start kneeling in the middle of the street. For thern ' 

difference or obeisance, especially a low bow perfo^ed “ 

with the forehead. It is a respectful ceremonial greeting reh^^^^ 

countries. The man didn’t obey to the poheeman s command. 1 ™ ^ 

<;ixtv vear-old man I have never changed my religion and my beliets betore 
certlinly I’m not going to do it now”. He ended up in jail for a couple of days because 

disobey^other fa„i,y friend had been caught at a party where he was drinking alc^l 
and in the company o^f a lot of women. Despite the fact that prostrtution is illegal there 
rne ca^fiiS^T tot of prostitutes. This man was one of those who were organizing the 
narty the others were some of those with power in Saudi Arabia. He ended up rnjarl and 
few^months later they expelled him from the country. Now he is blacklisted for as ong 
as he is alive sometWng for which he should be grateful, since he avoided conviction to 
toth by uTnMhTpowCT of his Arab ffiends. For the rest of them who were organr^ng 
the parw nobody said or did anything since they were relatiyes of the king, that is, t ey 
were thLe who were establishing and applying the laws. Therefore they P^^ed ' 
silence their involvement. The law against prostitution applies only to common people, 

Vint rnnimon neonle are not aware of that discrimination. „ 

On another night the Mattawan approached us again. We “^etes 

as usual. It was extremely hot that night, so my sister and I "'=”"8 
shirts and shorts We were seven and six years old respectively. y V 

dauglt's ar^ is very tempting for us males. You should have them dressed ^ore 
appropriately, according to the laws and regulations of this country. You be 

foreiener but this does not mean that you can do whatever you want. you 
rroe^my country and if you cannot live according to the laws of this counhy, then you 
bX le”ye by ™urself, or I will expel you”, the Mattawan sa|d to my father. They 
considered us 'females instead of children even though we were both about 6 yem . 
From that night on, as strange and irritating it was for us, we f 
lone dresses above our clothes, in order to hide every naked part of our body that 
chifdisrsummer clothes didn’t cover. Pornography and prosntutron are big rssues fo 
Saudi Arabia I always remember my parents behaving as a mamed couple at home but 
^n::f;Xwing LrW at public places. Also ^vies .ha. we — w.e 
manipulated by cutting scenes; magazines that we bought 

controlled throu^gh censorship. The authority is very strict and ve^ careful with issues 
that promote sexuality. This enabled them to control the public flow of conversat on 
and the behavior of their people, by restricting certain attitudes and ® ^ ° 

foZ towLd the unwaited behavior. And one of the duties a ai^d 

prevent people from exposing publicly parts of their bodies, to PThafe Xmany 

Sexual harassment Do they succeed in this? Had they succeeded, would have so m^y 
males with sick intensions especially toward children? I experienced such intention first 

I remember those two scary eyes staring once at my face and once at my ^Idish 
body, the ugly face that was close to mine, and the hand that was ^ng to ”™e 
remember his disgusting and sick desire to touch my seven-year-old bo y. 
toeTreme^ hand on my tiny body and his dirty look starmg at me, directly 

inTo m^Tytf telling m" “dL’t shout, don’t say anything or you are m big 



12 

S. Arabia, Cyprus, America, World: 9/1 1 Another Perspective 



Page 10 of 17 



©Niki Christodoulou 



trouble” 1 was trying to shout, to scream, to call for help, to let my parents know . They 

nnlv 7ew fTet awav 1 fearfully wondered what was going on, but the words 
were only few ieet awa>. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ere there and 1 was 

wnnldn’t comc out of my mouth. Ihe eyes, me laee, me uanu 

opening my mouth struggling to scream but my voice was betra>nng me while it wa 
uLble m go beyond my mouth, and therefore it was only echoing m my e^s again, and 
again and again All these lasted for only few seconds but for me it was like hours. All 
of a sudden the word “Nikoleta” sounded and everything changed^ It 
calling me to show me something, and saving me, at the S ot^y 

curiosity and then that disgusting man came by my side. l am vety ^ t 

them since we were in Saudi Arabia, a country where I could not Imow how justice 
would be considered for foreigners and Christians who do not have nghts. Had my father 

found out about that incident he would have •kiUed’ the ^ |n ™ 

grateful for the way things turned out, since nothing happened to me. 1 will never g 

that 3 ,„ost fourteen years after I laa saw Saudi 

Arabia “dX want to live in that country again?” 1 would say “no” without second 
taunts Itl different when you grow up. As a gftiwn up 1 h^e interest a^ ge. 
invofved with activities that are very different from those 1 deal with as ^ 

Other things I want to have girlfriends and boyfriends, go to clubs, dnnk alcohol, 
“r wanTTnd feel free® feel human. 1 guess, though, that I 'f^r "^*0^ 

Tuntry one more time, out of curiosity, just to see if anything ^an«ed afte all 
yLs. 1 would also like to know how it is to face such an unusual woi^d fam the l»s^^^ 
of an adult instead of a child’s viewpoint, so that I understand more y y^^yj ^ 

were scared about their going back there again. But I have to . . . ^ j 

for having the opportunity to live in Saudi Arabia. Together with the bad memones, 

'’^^'“Ev:;;Tl‘:a:.:dr visit Saudi Arabia, the authorities there wouldn’t let me 

anyway r^use 1 am adult now, I am older than eighteen yelus old^nd smgle. «hi<^h 

mi^s that they would perceive that I can easily seduce males there. What if I w^te 

visit mv father\here'> Isn’t it a good reason to visit that country? No, it is not. It would 

CeT e tmtlf he was stfll there, but not for the Arabs^ for 

offer to work for another Greek company in Saudi Arabia, but 

him to do that was the concern of both of my parents “how *ddren wiU 

visit us there, since they are adults and they will not allow them to come? 1 would never 

like to feel that I couldn’t see my parents, either. . t „ 

When I came to Chicago for graduate studies my impression was that I c^e to a 

place where everything was peaceful, quiet and calm. I only change my mm w en am 
ta SikardoS^^ The green coior that was spreading everywhere was joy for the 
eves mind and soul Althou^ everywhere was busy the calmness was still obvious. 1 
™ in a plTceThtre everyone wi just earing about one’s 

imposing on others’ business. How is it possible anyway to care about ot , 

beL so busy all day long, we don’t have time to be sociable, open-up to others 
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somethine else other than working, studying, cleaning, earning and spen^ding money, and 
toe On the other hand 1 felt safe here, since 1 was tn the most powerfu 

SiTofTe world, whereas in Cyprus daily life is a routine, but you can never forget 
not e'^n for a moment that few miles away Turks occupy one third of the country and 
they are threatening us that they can occupy the whole island whenever they decide to do 
so thought thatLbody could harm America and that everybody is, or pretends to be, 
merit's Wend That’s «ha. I thought, without ackuowledging what the next day can 

Now I’m counting exactly one year, one month, one week and one day after my 
coming^h^Umted States^^^ to leave my bed, but the sound of the alarm 

window and I knew that the weather was going to be great. 

At 7:40 I got into my car. I turned the radio on, knowing that the music wa 
1 r 1 Fifteen minutes later the spokesman interrupted the 

spokesman announced that another aircraft flew into th^e second tower 

. rua Tracci Tc this a ioke? Two aircrafts flew into each ot the twin lower 

Buddings within fifteen minutes. Is something wrong with the Control Tower? Did they 

g“vetr?ug tetions or information to the pilots? I hoped that that wasn t the ca e 
otherwise more planes would crash on the buildings of the Ccrtamly .t wasn t a 

matter of the weather since the weather was great; clear, sunny weathCT. 

When twenty minutes later, another airplane crushed into the Pentagon, I realized 
what all this was about All these events weren’t coincidental. Terronsts were attacking 
WiSa a few minutes one more plane crushed while flying over Pennsylvania 

^thin few second the situation, that morning, changed. Amenca had to confi:ont 
^^i^onsm terrorist;, how many were they, what did they want, how far 

could they go9 The orders of the Official Authorities were clear ‘No airplane will Ay t 

orfrom ^ Evacuate all the governmental buildings. Be alert until 

to go to my work. All this time I didn’t know if 

S c^ J?Ts sSl t 

LTnot m^toaffic Z\Z mm^I had never 

fhe highways Never before had it taken me an hour and a half to get to my work. I toed 
"reLdy...any^^ hut all the circuits were busy, mat^s 

seetd^qto Despite thfalertness everything and everyone seemed so peacefiil. 
Everything looked like it was a movie in fast forward. 
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^ , ^’u ^ Ac fpw hours aeo Everybody was panicked and shocked. People 
r wr„;\^,rr;nd .he bund^g. some w- »„ .heh 0.h^ were 

Sor— .^e sadne. - .he haged. 

r r7"“" Ts 

m radt :: p”;.:g .cud enough so .ha. peop.e could he " forjhe ha„ 

So^eofmyeonea^esw.^^^^^^^ 

SetrtouTs“s“e''o1E''w^^^ whh toXg^ionst to'find out 

ab^u. thdr physieal “"dWom hopm^ ^fftaUhly i" 

c“t:™ A^of .l\— .a. offices and n.os. of .he schools, shopping 

“i^o^Cshreit^ 

,e. eve^ne^— 

Eve?y^X tt”fs fdiffm 

S°''l.'w'iTremmdrr lha. we should .ell our signifiean. o.hers .ha. we love .hem and we 

“"“Ywralso a reminder 

To^t ^ra“: — imeriea goes duough Is 
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“ r hirrsl o w hlTnc“ 

r Whole world loolrs UUe a small ne.ghb^ anVilw 

September is not only a big ^ ^ay the issue be that we should 

that we are close to another World Wa , Who are the terrorists and what 

stop and think about the others? Who are ">ose ot ^ „ety 

do they want? Are they marnacs or To fltem what they 

- logical, because these are their j"" ^ ,heir own reasons. And how 

did was j; have iime other value system, when for 

--tfthesamet— 

p„;:sf:ndTus they act only toward that " ™Ce;rev^^^^^^^^ 

U if this is the case, then they can only see “P is the enemy 

to accomplish if, they cannot see beyon a p ^ yn all the 

then? And in fighting against it what can we diat others will 

terrorists that exist in this world, -4 Z S of the Hydra of 

not appear in system of these people who grew up in a 

Lema? Or are we trying to change me y 

whole different world, which, i we cou ’ , ■ qj. are they concerned with 

human rights? But do P“f “ How 

human rights and pose questions o e those people who come from an 

^ n—s I “ r f 

^pu^ose tr' ou1’’of MgC"se- <> ^ WafexplaL^^^^ for Ms. M 

agahiTf this is the case there must be a " ouf why 

why? If America gets involved m other enca1n^mrn'> It could be the fact 

are they so ungrateful and why do they not '>®'P.^““ ’!^” does The help that 
that they view things from a different ca^^^ and 

America offers to other countnes mig e ,.;g ,5 because of interests without 

destruction from others’ perspectives. Invo ve _ everyone acts for one’s 

meaning that both countries will benefit out °f '!• b^tag conc^^* 

“nTrJ? or c"e *:rotL“iZt":^^^^ 
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th.nk lha, .1 is Amenca-s turn lo feel Ihc pam, the tnjuslice *e ‘iesm and the 
helplessness, which they have fell themselves some t.me 

pniintries mav very well be familiar wuh the above feelings, whereas Ainenca was 
Xartelpmg from the outside. Or it could be that they want to help but they eanno 
S b^ause they do not have the power or because they think that Amenca. powerful 

Lvin’^ story may prove useful in offering us another 
Kevin serves the Special Forces Confronting Devastations. On ^ 
me “during the sad events of 9/11 in America, Greece, as a member of European Union 

offered to help by sending out to New York experts m J;* 

six thousand men would be sent from the European Union (EU). Greece was to J 
sixty mT lhU help would be sent as a unified force from EU. rather than from 
European country separately. A meeting point for all teams from e i e 
couX“-rmters of EU was determined. But the very last moment we were nottfi^ 

that America declared that no help is needed from other 

had enough help sent to New York from its different states. One of the difriculties 
had to tee if^erica would have accepted the help, was how to get there since all 
flight tfand from Amenca were banned. I believe that A-»ca reje^^ 
other countries in order not to lose its prestige, since, accor ing g 

America powerful as it is, is the country that helps out all other countnes tn ne^ rather 
than the oL that gets help; it has the means and power to help itself and face all danger 

‘'‘““’’matter? Do we care? It does matter, and we do care because we are all 

into this. Or are we in the middle of it? Are we trapped somehow imd somewhere. With 

all these forces directing us, are we all marionettes in the hands o ^ 

who act from above? Are we the objects and the means for 2^7 Was 

accomplish their sick plans and personal interests to 

that it in the case of Cyprus twenty-nine years ago, and stdl is, and is M it h ^^^1 
America now? Maybe some people know what really happened, as w 
C en next, and we don’t. Maybe they had known in the first pla« md we didn f 
Sornething is being cooked from above for us, without us taking part in it, but we have 

eat it in New York. I’m still trying to 

about what hap^ned^ others do. But can we make sense of the senseless. I m t^^g 

to predict what will happen next, as others do, struggling to take away 

Zght of another World War. I’m trying to help in my own way - ^^^^id fof a^^^ 

afraid for what is going on out there without me being aware . 

things that will be done “for me” without me being present. What I can do hope 

nrav for the best The Other thing I can do is to protest, and act. 

^ ^ Burmy obligation as an educator is to investigate and learn. My obligation 
through telching is to help my students see who they are and who they want to becotne, 
*eir l^es; to help them create their lives; to help new generaUons meet toe 
11; to help humanity remake itself (Schubert, 1999). Is to shut 
elassriom and continue with the topic that I am sup^sed to 
confront what is going on in the world? Or ts to sted ” 
classroom together with my students, to turn on the radio and the television. 
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newspaper .he best way <o deal with (Page. 2001). As U.S. Secr^ary of Edueat.on 
Rod ?Xe announced on September 14, 2001. "As adults, we must offer [ch.ldren] our 
undlviS attention and unequivocal support. All adults should be concerned about how 
weU the children in their lives understand what has taken place, to separate fact from 
Mon an^lo cstabltsh a sense of safety. There are -P'e 

most imoortant is to listen to and talk to the children in their lives. They also need to 
watebZ Ss of unusual behavior and take steps to limit exposure to telev.s.on and 

is to teadi issues of violence at school. Together, insptred from eveiyday l.fe 

ZiZn S ha” rtatZonZ.^ M^yZfXr^^^^^ Z Me 

r it: = rJ 

with my students Together we shall come to understand that not all people who are 
different from us are had They need to feel free to express their feelings and emotions 

and leam from them and from each other. I need to \7Zlncl Id 

helD mv students understand the other, leam to respect and embrace difference an 
diversity and leam from it instead of judging it. It is from diversity that we forrn a shared 
fdl I amlroIseW and we are enabled to live in community with people who do 
not lol like us In this way they will understand that there is no single tme or a unique 
answer to what is going on in the world, rather we give the 

different answers, according to our backgrounds and expenen _ j ^ f 

resDonsible to judge whether a certain answer is good enough for ourselve 

huZ S or if we need to investigate more and explore another answer, another 

T^Zhty. Schubert’s wondering is of a high consideration 

our thoults to produce further worthwhile questions; How do I help students, 

and mv sdf undLtand the ethical implications of worldwide terronsm, hatred, revenge, 

™d ZlZce amplieitly and explicitly) and te educational implicattons that requ.re hope 

to Zd" htutiity? Without warrant for such faith -d 

iustifiablv ask what I have often called the basic cumculum question. What is worth 

CwTng experiencing, doing, needing, being, sharing, being, becommg, overcomulg 

contributing, and more? Without such justif.eat.on, what do we 

preat existential and ethical dilemma; ‘To be or not to be...? (Schubert, zuu j 
Cugh Zvelopmen. of critical thinking smdents, and fitmre cittzens, can they judge tf 
ImeMngTgood or evil, if it is right or wrong. Through cn.teal th.nk.ng they w. 1 be 
Tet dfstinU good news, pro^ams. aetiv.ties ^d »ad onea As - 
resnonsible to help my students make the world a better place. This p . 

:rn l it is not JUS. I or just you, it is all of us. because we. educators, 

“teach to change lives” (Witherell & Noddmgs, 1991, p. 2 / /). 
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